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Venezuela: Hunger, punishment and fear, the formula for repression used by authorities
under Nicolas Maduro

Venezuelan security forces under the command of Nicolds Maduro executed and used excessive
force against people, and arbitrarily detained hundreds of others, including teenagers, in an
escalation of their policy of repression as a means of controlling the people of Venezuela and
particularly to punish residents of impoverished neighborhoods that decided to protest between 21
and 25 January 2019, said Amnesty International today.

“The authorities under Nicolds Maduro are trying to use fear and punishment to impose a repulsive
strategy of social control against those who demand change. His government is attacking the most

impoverished people that it claims to defend, but instead it murders, detains and threatens them,”
said Erika Guevara-Rosas, Americas director at Amnesty International.

Venezuela has suffered a major crisis of massive human rights violations for years, with shortages of
food, medicines, hyperinflation, violence and political repression forcing more than three million
people to flee the country since 2015.

Faced with this bleak reality, thousands have taken to the streets to demand a change in
government. From 21 to 25 January, numerous demonstrations were registered, many of them in
impoverished areas, where protests demanding this change had not previously been so visible. There
is a strong presence of pro-Nicoldas Maduro armed groups (commonly known as “colectivos”) in these
areas, where residents depend to a large extent on the currently limited state programs to distribute
staple foods.

In just five days, at least 41 people died during these protests, all of them from gunshot wounds.
More than 900 were arbitrarily detained, and just on 23 January (the day that demonstrations were
held across the country), 770 arbitrary arrests were reported.

During a research mission in the states of Lara, Yaracuy, Vargas, and different locations in Caracas,
from 31 January to 17 February, Amnesty International gathered more than 50 testimonies and
documented 15 emblematic cases, including some of serious human rights violations and crimes
under international law. The findings of this investigation will soon be fully expanded on in a public
report.

The evidence gathered in these different locations shows typical patterns. These indicate that the
state authorities carried out selective extrajudicial executions as a method of social control using the
Bolivarian National Police (PNB), mainly through its Special Actions Force (FAES), against people who
participated in some way in the protests. The more impoverished areas of Caracas and other parts of
the country were particularly affected and stigmatized, registering the highest numbers of victims,
who were later presented as “criminals” killed in clashes with the authorities.

Extrajudicial executions



Amnesty International documented six extrajudicial executions at the hands of the FAES in several
locations across the country, all with a similar modus operandi. In each case, the victims were in
some way linked to the protests that had been held in previous days and the criticism that several of
them had made against Nicolds Maduro had gone viral on social networks.

The six victims were all young men whom authorities publicly described as having been killed in
clashes with the FAES. This public security force tampered with the crime scenes and portrayed the
victims as delinquents, saying that several of them had a criminal record, in an attempt to justify
their deaths.

“As we have seen many times in Venezuela, the authorities want us to believe that those who died
during the protests — mainly young people from low-income areas — were criminals. Their only crime
was daring to ask for change and to demand a dignified existence,” said Erika Guevara-Rosas.

Luis Enrique Ramos Sudrez was 29 years old when FAES officers executed him on 24 January in the
city of Carora. The day before, a voice note announcing protests against Nicolds Maduro and Carora's
mayor’s office had gone viral. In this voice note, Luis Enrique was mentioned by his nickname as one
of the organizers.

On 24 January, more than 20 heavily armed and mostly masked members of the FAES illegally raided
the Ramos Suarez household and mistreated the 10 family members who were present, including six
children. After identifying Luis Enrique by his nickname, they made him kneel in the middle of the
room while one officer took photos and others beat him.

They locked the other family members in different rooms of the house, threatened them and beat
them in different parts of the body. They then forcibly removed them from their home and
transferred them in a PNB convoy to a location two kilometers from the house. Minutes later, they
shot Luis Enrique twice in the chest. He died immediately.

According to the testimonies obtained, after executing Luis Enrique, FAES officers fired inside the
house to simulate a shootout. In addition to fabricating evidence, they tampered with the crime
scene, dragging the corpse to a vehicle in which it was finally transferred to the morgue, thus
violating the minimum protocols for criminal investigation.

Excessive use of force

Amnesty International also documented the cases of two young men killed and a young man
wounded by firearms at the hands of state security forces while participating in protests. Both the
PNB and the Bolivarian National Guard (GNB) participated in operations of this nature.

Alixon Pizani, a 19-year-old baker, died on 22 January from a bullet wound to the thorax while
protesting with a group of friends in Catia, west of Caracas. According to witnesses, an officer
wearing a PNB uniform mounted on a motorcycle fired a handgun at random into the crowd,
seriously injuring two people.

Without receiving any help from the authorities, Alixon was transferred to a health center, where he
died. Alixon's family says that FAES officials began firing rounds at his friends and relatives at the
hospital entrance, who immediately took refuge inside. To date there is no evidence that the public
prosecutor’s office has initiated an investigation.

Arbitrary detentions



According to Venezuela’s Foro Penal, the authorities detained 137 children and adolescents
throughout the country from January 21 to 31. Of those cases, Amnesty International documented
the arbitrary detention of six people, including four teenagers who participated in a protest, or
simply watched it from close by, in the city of San Felipe on January 23.

In an interview with Amnesty International, they said that upon being arrested, the authorities beat
them, called them “guarimberos” (protestors who use violence) and “terrorists”, exposed them to
irritant substances, deprived them of sleep, and threatened to kill them. According to their
testimony, the officials who detained them belonged to several different state security forces and
were accompanied by people dressed in civilian clothes.

“Arbitrarily detaining more than a hundred adolescents and subjecting them to cruel treatment,
which at times may have constituted torture, shows how far the authorities are willing to go in their
desperate attempts to stop the protests and subdue the population,” said Erika Guevara-Rosas.

The four teenagers were accused of crimes that, according to national law, they should not have
been held in detention for, yet they were imprisoned for eight days by court order. They spent four
of those days at the Rehabilitation Center for Minors, a military institution where they had their
heads shaved and were forced to sing phrases like “We are Chavez’s children”.

On 29 January, one of the judges in charge of three of these cases publicly stated that she had been
ordered to keep the adolescents in custody, despite there being no legal justification. After making
this complaint, she was removed from her position and left the country. The four adolescents are
awaiting their trial and remain subject to restrictions on their freedom.

The young men expressed how frustrating it was to live in an economic, social and political crisis at
their age, where studying, eating or finding clothing is a daily challenge. Some expressed their desire
to leave Venezuela in search of a better future.

Preliminary recommendations

The Venezuelan authorities must put an end to the policies of repression that they have developed in
recent years and fulfill their obligation to guarantee justice, truth and reparation for victims of
human rights violations or crimes under international law.

“The Venezuelan justice system seems to have a policy of abandoning the victims of human rights
violations. The few people brave enough to file reports are left defenseless and in danger due to the
lack of a response from the authorities,” said Erika Guevara-Rosas.

Due to the severe obstacles that obstruct the path justice in Venezuela, Amnesty International calls
on the United Nations Human Rights Council to take action to address the total impunity that prevails
in Venezuela, through the creation of an independent investigative body to monitor and report on
the human rights situation in the country.

In addition, the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court should consider these
facts, and if it deems them well founded, incorporate them as part of the preliminary examination
already underway on Venezuela.

Finally, countries genuinely concerned about the human rights situation in Venezuela should explore
the application of universal jurisdiction, which serves as an alternative path to justice for victims that
cannot access it locally.



“International justice is the only hope for victims of human rights violations in Venezuela. It is time to
activate all available mechanisms to prevent further atrocities,” said Erika Guevara-Rosas.

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact Duncan Tucker +52 1 55 4848
8266, duncan.tucker@amnesty.org

Read more:

Venezuela: Q&A on the human rights crisis in Venezuela (Research, 7 February 2019)
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/9809/2019/en/

Venezuela: Authorities must release journalists detained while covering crisis (News, 31 January
2019)
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/01/venezuela-authorities-must-release-journalists-
detained-while-covering-crisis/

Venezuela: More than a dozen people killed in protests (News, 24 January 2018)
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/01/venezuela-more-than-a-dozen-people-killed-in-

protests/
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Venezuela: Hambre, castigo y miedo, la férmula de represion de las autoridades de Nicolas
Maduro

Fuerzas de seguridad venezolanas bajo la linea de mando de Nicolds Maduro ejecutaron a personas,
usaron fuerza excesiva y detuvieron arbitrariamente a cientos de ellas, incluyendo adolescentes, en
una escalada de su politica de represion para controlar a la sociedad venezolana y castigar
particularmente a habitantes de zonas populares que decidieron protestar entre los dias 21 al 25 de
enero de 2019, dijo Amnistia Internacional hoy.

“La estrategia de control social que tratan de imponer las autoridades de Nicolds Maduro a través del
miedo y el castigo contra quienes exigen un cambio, es repulsiva. Su gobierno se esta ensafiando con
la gente mas empobrecida que dice defender, pero que luego asesina, detiene y amenaza”, dijo Erika
Guevara Rosas, directora para las Américas de Amnistia Internacional.

Venezuela vive desde hace afios una profunda crisis de violaciones masivas de derechos humanos,
ante la escasez de alimentos, medicinas, hiperinflacién, violencia y represion politica, y que ha
obligado a mas de 3 millones de personas a huir del pais desde el 2015.

Ante esta realidad desoladora, miles de personas han salido a las calles a exigir un cambio de
gobierno. Del 21 al 25 de enero, se registraron numerosas manifestaciones, muchas de ellas en zonas
populares, donde las protestas demandando este cambio no habian sido tan visibles hasta ese
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momento. Existe una amplia presencia de grupos armados pro Nicolas Maduro (conocidos
comunmente como “colectivos”) en estos sectores, cuyos habitantes dependen en gran medida de
los, actualmente limitados, programas de distribucién de alimentos basicos del Estado.

En sélo cinco dias, al menos 41 personas fallecieron durante estas protestas, todas por herida de
arma de fuego. Mdas de 900 fueron detenidas de forma arbitraria, y tan solo el 23 de enero (dia en
gue se convocaron manifestaciones en todo el pais), se reportaron 770 detenciones arbitrarias.

En una misidn de investigacidn en los estados Lara, Yaracuy, Vargas y distintas localidades de
Caracas, del 31 de enero al 17 de febrero, Amnistia Internacional recabé mds de 50 testimonios, y
documentd 15 casos emblematicos, algunos de graves violaciones de derechos humanos y crimenes
de derecho internacional. Los hallazgos de esta investigacidn seran ampliados en un informe publico
préoximamente.

Las evidencias recabadas en estas diferentes localidades muestran patrones comunes. Estas indican
que las autoridades estatales llevaron a cabo ejecuciones extrajudiciales selectivas como método de
control social a través de la Policia Nacional Bolivariana (PNB), principalmente de sus Fuerzas de
Acciones Especiales (FAES), contra personas que participaron de alguna forma en las protestas. Las
zonas populares de Caracas y otras localidades del pais fueron especialmente afectadas y
estigmatizadas, registrando el mayor nimero de victimas mortales, que luego fueron presentadas
como “delincuentes” muertos en enfrentamientos con las autoridades.

Ejecuciones extrajudiciales

Amnistia Internacional documento seis ejecuciones extrajudiciales a manos de las FAES en varias
localidades del pais, todas con un modus operandi similar. En todos los casos, las victimas tenian
algun vinculo con las protestas en dias anteriores y las denuncias de varios de ellos en contra de
Nicolds Maduro se habian vuelto virales en redes sociales.

Las seis victimas eran hombres jévenes a quienes las autoridades presentaron publicamente como
muertos en enfrentamiento con las FAES. Esta fuerza publica manipulé las escenas de crimen, y pintd
a las victimas como delincuentes, refiriendo que varios de ellos tenian antecedentes penales en un
intento de justificar las muertes.

“Como hemos visto muchas veces en Venezuela, las autoridades intentan hacer creer que las
personas que murieron durante los dias de protestas, principalmente jovenes de zonas de escasos
recursos, eran delincuentes. Su Unico crimen fue atreverse a pedir un cambio y exigir una vida
digna”, dijo Erika Guevara Rosas.

Luis Enrique Ramos Suarez tenia 29 afios cuando oficiales de las FAES lo ejecutaron el 24 de enero en
la ciudad de Carora. Un dia antes, se habia hecho viral un audio donde se anunciaban protestas
contra Nicolas Maduro y la alcaldia de Carora. En este audio, se mencionaba el apodo de Luis Enrique
como uno de los organizadores.

El dia 24, mas de 20 integrantes de las FAES fuertemente armados y en su mayoria encapuchados,
allanaron ilegalmente la casa de los Ramos Suarez, y sometieron a malos tratos a los diez miembros
de la familia que se encontraban ahi, de los cuales seis eran nifios. Tras ubicar a Luis Enrique a través
de su apodo, lo obligaron a arrodillarse en medio de la sala mientras que un funcionario le tomaba
fotos y otros lo golpeaban.

Encerraron a los demas miembros de la familia en diferentes cuartos de la casa, les amenazaron y les
golpearon en distintas partes del cuerpo. Posteriormente, retiraron a su familia a la fuerza y les



trasladaron en un convoy de la PNB hasta un lugar a dos kildmetros de la casa. Minutos después,
dispararon a Luis Enrique dos veces en el pecho. Murié inmediatamente.

Segun los testimonios recabados, tras ejecutar a Luis Enrique, oficiales de las FAES dispararon dentro
de la casa para simular un enfrentamiento. Ademas de fabricar evidencia, manipularon la escena del
crimen, arrastrando el cadaver hasta un vehiculo en el que fue finalmente trasladado a la morgue,
violando asi los protocolos minimos de investigacién penal.

Uso excesivo de la fuerza

Amnistia Internacional documentd también los casos de dos jovenes muertos y un joven herido por
armas de fuego a manos de los cuerpos de seguridad publica mientras participaban en protestas.
Tanto la PNB como la Guardia Nacional Bolivariana (GNB) participaron en este tipo de operativos.
Alixon Pizani, panadero de 19 afios de edad, fallecié el 22 de enero por una bala en el térax, cuando
protestaba con un grupo de amigos en Catia, al oeste de Caracas. Segun testigos, un oficial con
uniforme de la PNB montado en una moto dispard con un arma corta de forma aleatoria contra la
multitud, hiriendo a dos personas gravemente.

Sin que ninguna autoridad le brindara auxilio, Alixon fue trasladado a un centro de salud, donde
murid. Su familia dice que a la entrada del hospital funcionarios de las FAES comenzaron a lanzar
disparos en rafagas contra los amigos y familiares de Alixon, quienes inmediatamente se refugiaron
adentro. Hasta el momento no consta que la fiscalia haya iniciado una investigacion.

Detenciones arbitrarias

Segun el Foro Penal Venezolano, las autoridades detuvieron a 137 nifios, nifias y adolescentes en
todo el pais del 21 al 31 de enero. De esos casos, Amnistia Internacional documento la detencion
arbitraria de seis personas, entre ellas cuatro adolescentes que participaban en una protesta, o
simplemente la observaban de cerca, en la ciudad de San Felipe el 23 de enero.

En entrevista con Amnistia Internacional, dijeron que, al detenerlos, las autoridades los golpearon,
los insultaron con calificativos de “guarimberos” y “terroristas”, los expusieron a sustancias irritantes,
privacion del suefio, y los amenazaron de muerte. Seguln sus testimonios, los funcionarios que los
detuvieron pertenecian a varios cuerpos de seguridad del Estado, e iban acompafiados por personas
vestidas de civil.

“Detener arbitrariamente a mas de un centenar de adolescentes y someterlos a tratos crueles, que
en ocasiones pudieron haber constituido tortura, pone en evidencia cuan lejos estan dispuestas a
llegar las autoridades en su intento desesperado de limitar la protesta e intentar someter a la
poblacién”, dijo Erika Guevara Rosas.

Los cuatro adolescentes fueron acusados de delitos que, bajo la legislacion nacional, no permiten
privar de la libertad a adolescentes, pero permanecieron ocho dias recluidos por orden judicial.
Pasaron cuatro de estos dias en el Centro de Rehabilitacion de Menores, de régimen militar, donde
les raparon el pelo y les obligaron a cantar frases como “somos los hijos de Chavez”.

El 29 de enero, una de las juezas a cargo de tres de estos casos, manifestd publicamente haber
recibido la orden de mantener a los adolescentes privados de libertad, a pesar de no existir
fundamento legal. Tras esta denuncia, fue retirada de su cargo y abandond el pais. Los cuatro
adolescentes permanecen sujetos a proceso, con restricciones a su libertad.



Los jévenes expresaron lo frustrante que era vivir en medio de una crisis econdmica, social y politica
a su edad, donde estudiar, comer o vestirse es un reto diario. Algunos expresaron su deseo de salir
de Venezuela para buscar un mejor futuro.

Recomendaciones preliminares

Las autoridades venezolanas deben desarticular la politica de represién que se ha consolidado en los
ultimos afnos y cumplir con su obligacion de garantizar justicia, verdad y reparacién para las victimas
de violaciones a derechos humanos o crimenes de derecho internacional.

“La justicia venezolana parece tener por regla abandonar a las victimas de violaciones de derechos
humanos. Las pocas personas que vencen el miedo y denuncian se encuentran indefensas y en riesgo
ante la falta de respuesta de las autoridades”, dijo Erika Guevara Rosas.

Debido a los severos obstaculos que existen para acceder a la justicia en Venezuela, Amnistia
Internacional pide al Consejo de Derechos Humanos de las Naciones Unidas que tome medidas para
hacer frente a la impunidad total que prevalece en el pais, mediante la creacién de un mecanismo de
investigacion independiente para supervisar e informar sobre la situacion de derechos humanos en
Venezuela.

Ademas, la Fiscalia de la Corte Penal Internacional podria considerar estos hechos, y de hallarlos
fundados, incorporarlos como parte del examen preliminar ya en curso sobre Venezuela.

Por ultimo, los paises preocupados genuinamente por la situacidon de derechos humanos en
Venezuela deben explorar el ejercicio de la jurisdiccién universal, que sirva de alternativa para la
busqueda de justicia que las victimas no pueden alcanzar localmente.

“La justicia internacional es la Unica esperanza para las victimas de violaciones de derechos humanos
en Venezuela. Es el momento de activar todos los mecanismos disponibles para evitar mas
atrocidades”, dijo Erika Guevara Rosas.

Si desean mds informacion o concertar entrevistas, ponganse en contacto con Duncan Tucker: +52
155 4848 8266, duncan.tucker@amnesty.org

Mas informacion:

Venezuela: Preguntas y respuestas sobre crisis de derechos humanos en Venezuela (investigacion, 7
de febrero de 2019)
https://www.amnesty.org/es/documents/amr53/9809/2019/es/

Venezuela: Autoridades deben liberar a periodistas detenidos tras cubrir la crisis (noticia, 31 de
enero de 2019)
https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2019/01/venezuela-authorities-must-release-journalists-
detained-while-covering-crisis/

Venezuela: Mas de una decena de personas muertas tras protestas (noticia, 24 de enero de 2018)
https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2019/01/venezuela-more-than-a-dozen-people-killed-in-

protests/
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