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Peace and greeting to everyone , 

It’s my pleasure to be here and thanks to Eva  and her colleagues to having me here. So lets go through to  my today’s story: 
 who am I ? I am a woman from the Middle East but my life depends on paece and security in the world, in the Middle east and in my homeland Iran!  Although nowadays,the warmongers and fundamentalists in the region have taken away life , freedom , equality, justice , dignity and security from women in the Middle East.
I am an Iranian woman activist, writer and researcher, I was born in Tehran ,in a middle class family.
 On my mother’s side , I belonged to a political family that opposed the Shah’s regim .On my father’s side, I  belonged to a family that supported the shah’s monarchy. In this way I grew up in between a critical intellectual education and a kind of diciplined military upbringing.  
Under the influence of my mother's love for literature, my father's passion for education, and my beloved late brother's commitment to knowledge  and struggle, I began my journey as a   a young student   traveling to mountainous areas with my brother and accompanied by other comrades , climbing and chanting for freedom. I was a young revolutionary who fight for freedom.
In 1979—the time of revolution’s time—I was a leftist student. 

Who  fight for democracy. 

But,  On  Women’s World Day 1979, two  weeks after the Islamic Revolution, Mr. Khomeini’s office issued a verdict  making the Islamic hijab mandatory for all women. This came from the same man  who in response to reporters claimed that after the revolution, “everyone” in Iran will enjoy freedom. He lied! 
As a result, Iranian women took the street and hold  one of the biggest demonstration. One of their slogans was: We didn’t make a revolution to go backward!

I   also participated  to that  marches against the compulsory hijab. 

 In 1980, I forcibly expelled from the university during the Cultural Revolution.

 In 1981 the beginning of  the war with Iraq  and oppression oppnents, arrests , deadly torutres and mass execution , I took refuge in a corner of the National Libraray of Iran as a librarian.   

The beginning of the 90’s marks the beginning of a new era in the world. In Iran the war was over. The leader of Islamic revolution was dead and Iran was mourning for hundreds of thousands of the victims of war and for 4,000 political executions.
The atmosphere was slightly changing. We, the women, after that oppressive decade gradually found each other again.

We, the secular women, would gather in private circles. We would watch movies about women’s struggles in the world, we would read the feminism theories, we would organize underground women’s celebrationson International Women’s Day, or for the anniversary of the Constitutional Revolution.
Gradually, some Iranian women who immigrated in the past decade to the U.S. and Europe traveled back to Iran to visit their relatives.  Their souvenir for us were research findings and books written by the Iranian feminists in the Western universities. 

During the reformist time, from 2000 onward, with the visibility of women's movements in the public sphere and by the establishment of non governmental organizations,  a kind of collective fight against all kind of discriminations  has formed through the independent NGOs, coalitions and  independent media. Women protested to discriminative family law, right to divorce, children custody, the discrimination of political participation right, and  all the right we had lost because of  the rulings of Islamic shariat law. 

But, fighting against mondatory hejab was continuing   in the daily life of each and every Iranian woman who did not believe in forced hijab.

They displayed their own agency to ignore to Islamic  dress  code , however  they have  beaten by forced hijab police , They paid fines They were whipped with 75 lashes, they  have imprisoned , they lost their job and even they lost their life, until today.

The Reform era gave women more space to become visible in the society. We were able to publish women’s magazines and books. 

A group of my friends and I, we  founded the first independent women’s association the same year,  The Women’s Cultural Center. It was the start of my professional career as a women activist. 

In 2002, we  stablished The Women’s Library and many followed by organizing other groups and organizations.

In 2004, by the end of the Reform era, the oppression of the women’s movement intensified. But we  through organising  a bigger group,  launched the One Million Signatures Campaign for changing the discriminative laws. The aim was to use this tool to collect signatures, speak to people and work towards changing the discriminative laws. 

Many members of the campaign were detained; many lost their jobs. And the signatures we collected were taken by intelligence officers. 

In 2009,  during the election time, women movment turned to the Free Election discours.

We had a motto: We vote for women’s demands. And We had one demand: ratifying the international Convention of the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. The result of that election was government fraud, the oppression of the people, arrersts, deads, and a wide range  immigration of women activists and journalists during 2010 and 2011. It was the time I came to Europe , stay in Germany as a writer in Exile throgh German Pen Association.
In the 2013 elections, the women’s movement came out of its ashes, like Phoenix. To follow their goals, they started making new coalitions for citizen rights discourse in Iran. The activists in diaspora used cyberspace and made various campaigns particularly against the compulsory hijab. They supported each other’s voices inside and outside of Iran. Very soon, the civil declaration of new government lead to the new wave of oppressions.
In 2018, the campagine named  “Girls of the Revolution Street” was formed to protest against forced Hijab—in which young women climbed up a stand, took off their obligatory hijab and waved it in the air to illustrate women’s liberation. 

Iranian women gradually, with the emergence of the ‘Girls of Revolution Street’ and the increased presence of women and youth on social media, confronted society with an overturning of the power  hierarchy and a paradigm shift of the powerful woman in society.

The  civil society of middle-class women, especially the cultural middle class, by the movement of the ‘Girls of Revolution Street,’ tried to open a ‘new horizon’ for the women’s movement. This is because the creative tactic of ‘civil disobedience’ in the movement of the Girls of Revolution Street 
The 2022, was  the most turbulent year of the women’s movement for freedom, the year when the soil of Iran was watered with the blood of Mahsa, Jina, Nika, Hadiss, Sarina,Vida,….and the most beautful women…. The year when this red soil became fertile and laid an infant named Woman Life Freedom in the arms of its motherland and in the arms of the Iranian women activists.
Nowadays ,  the name and image of the Iranian woman define as : Woman Life Freedom.

2, What is happening in Iran regarding to .women's rights and how they are violated, what has changed since the murder on Masha Amini…
Iran is a country of wonders, and Iranian women are wonder-makers. For over 200 years, there has been a struggle agasinst forced Hijab,and , over 150 years for equality in rights, and 45 years against discriminatory shariat laws. But In the span of 20 years, from 2003 to 2023, two Nobel Prizes have been awarded to two Iranian women, one of whom is currently in Evin Prison and the other has been forced to leave the country since 2009. Currently, there are nearly 250 women prisoners solely because of their struggle for freedom and equality. Since the beginning of the Woman Life Freedom movement until now, many women  lost their life, their eyes, their jobs, their childeren, but  continue their civil disobedience and civil struggles against discrimination and injustice through daily life struggle, in  streets, at universities,  in prisons, in cyberspace, and in  diaspora.
The powerful and capable woman found a new meaning in the movement ‘Woman, Life, Freedom.’ All the young women who took to the streets were killed, imprisoned, and assaulted, but they changed the public opinion of the model of a powerful woman. Now, the model of capable women in the public's opinion has changed after the emergence of these movements.

 And about the  new government I should mentione  that:
Among the promises of the President were: lifting the internet filtering , disbanding the morality police, resolving the issue of compulsory hijab, using religious minorities and ethnic groups in high managerial positions,  promoting women in leadership roles, lifting sanctions, and exiting the FATF blacklist, a series of promises in the economic domain and foreign policy, such as negotiating with the U.S., and addressing regional crises.,However, in the past few days, we have witnessed a state of war being created.

In terms of promoting women in leadership: one woman was appointed as the Minister of Roads, another became the government spokesperson, and a woman was appointed as the Vice President for Women and Family Affairs. But at the same , the hijab law was also passed, which is the most terrifying law for suppressing women who seek the freedom of individual  and legal Rights.
The regime has sentenced two women political prisoners, Pakhshan Azizi, women’s rights activist and Sharifeh Mohamadi, labour rights activist, to death , while two others, Nasim Gholami Simiyari and Wrisha Moradi, are also at risk of execution.

We urgently call upon the international community—including the Amnesty International to take immediate action and pressure the regime in Iran to:

· Release all women political prisoners in Iran unconditionally 
· Overturn all execution sentences 

· End the harassment and violence against women activists

· End gender persecution and gender apartheid

Together, we can amplify the voices of these brave women and work toward a future where no one i Let's Stay in Solidarity, 
At the end of my talk allow me to  turn to  the Middle East  and  to the issue of the war  which started beyond Iran's borders, referred to as the Islamic Republic's proxy wars. You see, war amplifies  tribal and revengeful thinking in people, fostering hatred of the 'other' and justifying war. This is precisely where we must pay more attention to the peaceful, non-violent, and tolerant stance of Iran’s women’s movement. We need to rely on the ‘feminine’ policies that are both non-violent and society-oriented  to find a solution. This movement, and this feminine approach, stands where violence and revenge no longer work. Feminine tolerance has moved beyond binary choices—this or that—and has reached a coalition space where both coexist, like a rainbow.
Considering the critical and ambiguous domestic situation and the ongoing war, which is no longer limited to beyond our borders, the real danger we face is the spread of devastating violence. Our experience during the eight-year war with Iraq has shown us that increasing violence and expanding war weakens civil movements, especially those related to women, and protests may start leaning towards violence. Violence-oriented discourses grow simultaneously within society and within the government, and such a discourse, rooted in violence, leads both the society and the government towards war as a solution to crises.

The main way to stop the spread of violent discourses is to strengthen anti-war, non-violent discourses.  we,  human rights defenders, must stand on the right side of history and support the global discourse for lasting peace in one unified voice. 

Supporting any side of this inhumane war is a betrayal of the people. It harms the goals of peace, democracy, welfare, security, and peaceful coexistence in the region. Both sides of this anti-human conflict expanding the war, leading only to death and destruction, displacement, intensified repression, and insecurity.

Despite our diverse perspectives,  we  global  human Rights defenders   as a third voice, oppose the warmongering and aggression of both sides of this conflict. We work toward an immediate ceasefire, prevent the war from spreading to new fronts, and stop the war.   

For Middle East  to اachieve  Peace and  for Iran to    اِچیوachieve a democracy without theocracy, a democracy with equality and justice, and a system of free elections, we need the solidarity of all Human Rights defenders around the world.

Hannah Arendt rightly says: the manner and shape of the transition from a totalitarian regime is the most important part of a profound transformation because it determines the type of government that will follow."

Q&A: 

can you tell us stories of women in Iran and the actions they take? 
  Iranian women movement started in 1905, in the beginning years of 20 Century, it has more than 100 years of victories and defeats , 

It was on 1905, When the constitutional movement emerged in Iran as a modern desire on behalf of the intellectual people in Iran. It was on 1905, when the Iranian middle class women flighted shoulder by shoulder of constitutionalists  men.

But it was  after first draft of the constitutional when the Iranian women found themselves as a marginalized group, Denied to right of vote. 

This discrimination led to a demond-driven women’s movnenet based on 3 essential demenads: 

1. Right of vote : women’s suffrage 

2. Right of free education 

3. Right of Women’s  association 

After every defeat and after every state repression, we stand on our ashes again. 

WE Iranian women movement’s members   are living like  phoenix.
Nowadays Iranian women daily life  is a kind of civil disobedience , they  are the voice of change, the  hope for a future in which all Iranians can live in  justice , equality, and freedom. civil disobedience, peaceful struggle, non-violence approach, and we are following our struggle shoulder by shoulder of  the young generation in Iran  and diaspora.
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