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URGENT ACTION
IMPRISONED JOURNALISTS IN CRITICAL NEED OF MEDICAL CARE
Meydan TV chief editor Aynur Elgunash, who has a serious kidney condition requiring urgent surgery, was transferred to a penitentiary medical facility on 18 October 2026, but has not received the surgery doctors recommended. On 26 October, a Baku court rejected her lawyers’ motion for house arrest, despite medical evidence that her condition deteriorates daily. Her colleague Aytaj Tapdig has been denied necessary medical care, and Shamshad Agha, who has a gastric ulcer, requires medical treatment. All three must be immediately released along with all Meydan TV journalists, who are targeted under trumped-up, politically motivated charges.  
 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER
lham Aliyev 
President of Azerbaijan
19 Istiqlaliyyat Street 
Baku AZ1066, Azerbaijan 
office@pa.gov.az 

Dear President Aliyev, 

I am writing to urge you to take all necessary steps within your powers to ensure the immediate release of the arbitrarily detained journalists of Meydan TV, including Aynur Elgunash, Aytaj Tapdig and Shamshad Agha, whose health is deteriorating in detention and who are not receiving the health care they require. Their prosecution is a direct reprisal for their independent journalistic work, part of an escalating crackdown on independent media in Azerbaijan. 

According to the lawyers of Aynur Elgunash, editor in chief of Meydan TV, who has disability, she was transferred to the Penitentiary Service’s Medical Facility on 18 October 2026 following a serious deterioration in her health. Doctors recommended an urgent surgery for a kidney condition, and tumours have been detected in her chest. Despite medical evidence that her condition deteriorates daily and that she requires urgent surgery, on 26 October, the Baku Court of Grave Crimes rejected her lawyer’s motion for house arrest without addressing the medical grounds. 

[bookmark: _Int_yAnc7Wmz]Journalist Aytaj Tapdig has been denied otolaryngology care for over 22 months, despite a deviated septum, and journalist Shamshad Agha, who has a gastric ulcer, requires necessary care at the treatment facility he was transferred to. Other arbitrarily detained journalists from independent Azerbaijani outlets such as Toplum TV and Abzas Media face similar denial of healthcare they require, which may in itself amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and all those responsible must be held to account.

Amnesty International has received reports that other arbitrarily detained Meydan TV journalists have also been subjected to torture and other ill-treatment by police and penitentiary authorities, including sexual violence and physical assault, none of which has been effectively investigated. 

I urge you to take all necessary steps to ensure the immediate and unconditional release of Aynur Elgunash, Aytaj Tapdig and Shamshad Agha, and all other arbitrarily detained Meydan TV journalists and to ensure they receive the healthcare they urgently need. I also call for an effective and independent investigation into all allegations of torture and other ill-treatment, including the denial of necessary medical care, and for an immediate end to the misuse of the criminal justice system to target independent journalists and peaceful dissent in Azerbaijan.

Yours sincerely,
Additional information
Since November 2023, Azerbaijani authorities have arbitrarily detained close to 30 journalists and media workers in an escalating crackdown on independent media and peaceful dissent. At least 12 of those arrested since 6 December 2024 are journalists and media workers affiliated with Meydan TV, the Baku School of Journalism and other independent media outlets, all prosecuted under Article 206.3.2 (“smuggling of foreign currency”), a charge repeatedly used arbitrarily to silence independent media in Azerbaijan, including Abzas Media and Toplum TV. On 12 October 2026, the State Tax Service filed a collective civil claim of 79,089 Azerbaijani manat (US$ 46,500) against all 12 defendants with no individual liability breakdown, further indicating proceedings fall short of fair trial standards. 
On 6 December 2024, Meydan TV journalists Aynur Ganbarova (Elgunash), Aytaj Ahmadova (Tapdig), Khayala Agayeva, Aysel Umudova, Ramin Jabrailzadeh (Deko) and Natig Javadli were detained, alongside Ulvi Tahirov, Deputy Director of the Baku School of Journalism. Further arrests followed, and Shamshad Agha (Aghayev), editor-in-chief of Argument.az and a contributor to Meydan TV, as well as freelance reporters Nurlan Gahramanli (Libre) and Fatima Movlamli, detained in February 2025, journalist Ulviyya Guliyeva (Ali) in May 2025, and photojournalist Ahmad Mukhtar in August 2025. Two of the journalists, Aytaj Tapdig and Khayala Aghayeva covered a protest during the UN Climate Summit COP29, two weeks before detention.
According to their lawyers, the detained journalists were held in severely overcrowded cells (15-18 detainees confined to cells designed for eight to ten people). Several have reported torture and other ill-treatment by police and penitentiary authorities. Ulviyya Guliyeva was threatened with rape on two occasions and violently assaulted by police officers. Aysel Umudova was sexually harassed by police at the time of her arrest on 6 December 2024. Khayala Aghayeva reported psychological abuse, and Nurlan Gahramanli reported physical assault. These allegations have not been effectively investigated. Ulviyya Guliyeva, who requires regular injections, also remains in need of necessary medical care. Amnesty International has documented a pattern of gender-based reprisals aimed at silencing women who criticise the authorities or advocate for human rights. 
On 20 June 2025, Baku Court of Grave Crimes sentenced seven media workers affiliated with the independent investigative outlet Abzas Media to prison terms ranging from seven-and-a-half to nine years, including director Ulvi Hasanli, editor-in-chief Sevinj Vagifgizi, investigative journalist Hafiz Babali, reporters Nargiz Absalamova and Elnara Gasimova, translator Mahammad Kekalov, and economist and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty correspondent Farid Mehralizada. In May 2026, Ilgar Aliyev, an information security and IT governance expert, arrested during the investigation against Abzas Media, died in Correctional Facility No 13. The Ministry of Justice attributed his death to acute cardiovascular insufficiency. His death raises serious concerns about the adequacy of medical care in Azerbaijan’s penitentiary system. Concerns about torture and other ill-treatment of persons in custody in Azerbaijan are longstanding. In July 2024, the CPT took the unprecedented step of issuing a public statement on Azerbaijan, citing the authorities’ outright refusal to cooperate and continuing allegations of severe police ill-treatment and torture.
On 27 July 2026, the same court sentenced Akif Gurbanov, Ruslan Izzetli, Alasgar Mammadli, Ali Zeynalov, Ramil Babayev, Mushfig Jabarov, Ilkin Amrahov, Farid Ismayilov and Elmir Abbasov, associated with Toplum TV, the Institute for Democratic Initiatives and the Third Republic Platform, to prison terms ranging from 12 to 15 years on similar charges. On 7 September 2026, the Baku Court on Grave Crimes sentenced Anar Mammadli to 13 years in prison on charges including “currency smuggling,” “illegal entrepreneurship,” “tax evasion,” “money laundering” and “document forgery.” The court sentenced his co-defendant Anar Abdullayev to 12 years’ imprisonment.
Azerbaijan’s crackdown on peaceful dissent has led to the closure of virtually all independent civil society organisations and exile or arbitrary detention of numerous human rights defenders, activists, journalists, academics, human rights lawyers, opposition leaders and other dissenting voices. This repression now extends beyond its borders. Amnesty International has documented an escalating campaign targeting government critics, journalists, human rights defenders and family members living abroad.
PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Azerbaijan, Turkish, English and Russian
You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 30 January 2027 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Aynur Elgunash (she/her), Aytaj Tapdig (she/her), Shamshad Agha (he/him)

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: Azerbaijan: Further information: Jailed journalists in dire health
	
	
	



