To: Director of Public Prosecutions

Mr Gilbert Phiri

National Prosecution Authority

Plot BLX 29B, Independence Avenue

Lusaka, Zambia

E-mail: ca@npa.gov.zm

Copy to: Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia to Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and the European Union

H.E. Mrs. Mary Chirwa

Avenue Molière 469

1050 Ixelles (Brussels)

Belgium

(Plaats, datum)

Dear Mr Gilbert Phiri,
I am concerned about the continued detention of opposition leader and former presidential candidate Xavier Chungu. He was arrested on 28 May 2026 after comments made in a podcast, re-arrested after being granted bail on 4 July, and later denied release through a ‘No Bail Certificate’, limiting meaningful judicial oversight and undermining the requirement that pretrial detention must have a legal justification and be necessary and proportionate.
I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Xavier Chungu and drop all charges against him, as they arise solely from his peaceful exercise of the right to freedom of expression.
Yours sincerely,
(Naam, adres)

