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URGENT ACTION

RELEASE ASYLUM SEEKER WITH OVARIAN CYST
Andrea Pedro-Francisco, a Guatemalan woman seeking asylum, was detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in Minneapolis, Minnesota on 5 February 2026. She is currently detained at the El Paso Service Processing Center in Texas. Andrea has a large ovarian cyst, that she was scheduled to have removed on 11 February. Lacking adequate medical care in detention, Andrea’s health is rapidly deteriorating, causing her extreme abdominal and lower back pain, among other symptoms. We demand Andrea’s immediate release, and until that happens, immediate access to adequate healthcare to prevent further health deterioration and possible death.  

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER
Marisa Flores, El Paso ICE Field Office Director
11541 Montana Avenue, Suite E, 
El Paso, TX 79936 USA
Email: ElPaso.Outreach@ice.dhs.gov 
Dear Field Office Director Marisa Flores,

I am concerned to learn that Andrea Pedro-Francisco, a Guatemalan citizen seeking asylum in the United States, was detained on 5 February 2026 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Even more distressingly, she was transferred to the ERO El Paso Camp East Montana detention facility in El Paso, Texas which is more than 1,800km away from her home. In March, she was subsequently transferred to the El Paso Service Processing Center (EPSPC).   

Andrea suffers from a large ovarian cyst, which causes extreme abdominal pain and poses a serious risk to her reproductive health. Her condition requires a biopsy to determine whether the cyst is cancerous, as well as surgery to remove it. Prior to her detention, Andrea had been scheduled to undergo surgery on February 11 to have the cyst removed, but her detention by ICE prevented the procedure from taking place. 

Andrea was gravely ill when she arrived at Camp East Montana and had to be hospitalized. The doctor who treated her confirmed that she needs surgery but stated that he would not perform the procedure because she is in immigration detention. Instead, the doctor prescribed Andrea medication for her symptoms, but she never received it. Amnesty International has received information that Andrea is experiencing extreme abdominal and lower back pain, so severe that it prevents her from sleeping. She is suffering from hot flashes, shivers, and waves of faintness.

It is truly alarming that Andrea has not received adequate medical care at either detention facility and that she still awaits surgery. Andrea requires urgent medical care that she can only adequately receive outside of detention. Without proper care and urgent surgery to remove the cyst, Andrea is at risk of serious medical complications, including loss of her ovary, infertility, and the development of other serious and preventable conditions. 
  
Andrea is in urgent need of medical care, and her condition is worsening every day. I implore you to ensure that Andrea is immediately released and provided with the urgent medical care she desperately needs.  

Sincerely,






Additional information
Andrea Pedro-Francisco, age 23, is a Guatemalan woman who entered the United States in 2019 and claimed asylum. On 5 February 2026, Andrea was detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Her detention took place during “Operation Metro Surge”, a heavy-handed immigration enforcement operation in Minnesota, which saw the deployment of more than 3,000 federal agents to the state. The operation has resulted in excessive use of force, including lethal force, and racial profiling of Black, Latino and other racialized communities, as well as other human rights violations in response to community responders documenting immigration enforcement activity and mass organized protests against the operation.
After being detained, Andrea was transferred to the ERO El Paso Camp East Montana detention facility in El Paso, Texas. In March 2026, she was transferred to the El Paso Service Processing Center (EPSPC) in El Paso, Texas, where she currently remains in detention. 
The EPSPC is an ICE detention facility located in El Paso, Texas. Amnesty International research has documented inadequate detention conditions at EPSPC including unsanitary conditions, abuse and mistreatment. Amnesty International research has also found that individuals detained at EPSPC face serious barriers to accessing adequate medical care, including lack of treatment and delays in assessing and treating of health conditions. 
Under the Trump administration, the use of immigration detention in the United States has substantially increased. In February 2026, there were over 68,000 individuals in ICE detention, which is largely considered an undercount because it does not include thousands of people in short-term ICE processing facilities, ICE field offices, federal pre-trial detention, or other facilities. At the same time that the Trump administration expands ICE’s detention capacity, detention conditions are dramatically deteriorating. At least 14 individuals have died in ICE custody in 2026. 
ICE has adopted a policy which makes individuals who entered the US irregularly ineligible for bond, meaning that they are forced to remain in detention for the duration of their removal proceedings. This includes individuals with pending asylum claims who are now being detained until their claims are decided. Under international law, migration detention should not be imposed automatically, and asylum seekers should not be penalized for their manner of entry into a country. They should also not be removed from a country until their claim for refugee protection has been properly assessed through a fair refugee status determination process.    
The passage in July 2025 of the 2025 Reconciliation Bill, otherwise known as Trump’s “One Big Beautiful Bill Act”, surged $150 billion taxpayer dollars into immigration enforcement to carry out its mass detention and deportation plan, including $45 billion for ICE to expand immigration detention. It is crucial to ensure that people are not detained arbitrarily, facilities where human rights are being violated are held accountable, and that individuals in detention are provided with the medical care they need to survive. US authorities must end the mass deportation and detention machine. 
PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English 
You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 31 May 2026 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PRONOUN: Andrea Pedro-Francisco (she/her) 


	
	
	



