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URGENT ACTION

BILLE RESIDENTS FACE HEALTH EMERGENCY
Thousands of people living in Bille, a fishing community in Rivers State, in Nigeria’s oil-producing Niger Delta region, are facing a health emergency. Since October 2025, methane gas has been bubbling up in nearby rivers and swamps, as well as wells they use for drinking. In December 2025, the Nigerian government said it conducted an investigation but it has not shared the results with the community, nor has it taken action to stop the leaks. Amnesty International calls on the Nigerian authorities to expedite an investigation into the leaks so that they can be stopped and protect people from harm.

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER


Rt. Honourable Ekperikpe Ekpo
Minister of State for Petroleum Resources (Gas)
Federal Ministry of Petroleum Resources
Block D, NNPC Towers, Herbert Macaulay way,
Abuja, Nigeria
Email: info@petroleumresources.gov.ng
Twitter: @FMPRng


Dear Rt. Honourable Ekperikpe Ekpo,

I am writing to urge you to take immediate action to protect the 13,000 people of the town of Bille in Rivers State, Nigeria, from the methane gas leaks visible in the rivers, swamps and drinking water wells. Exposure to methane can lead to symptoms like headache, nausea, vision and memory issues, and in severe cases, breathing problems, unconsciousness, and even death.

These leaks were initially reported in October 2025, when fishermen reported seeing bubbling water accompanied by a sulphurous smell in a swamp and river several kilometres away from the town. Within a week, scores of residents reported the same phenomenon at other sites including inside the town itself. The leaks are continuing to this day.

The community believes that their drinking water has been affected, resulting in several cases of sickness. A number of children at a school were reportedly forced to relocate after they fell ill and started vomiting.

In December 2025, the National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency conducted air quality tests at several sites, which found that methane levels at one site were 10,000 times higher than normal background methane levels, but it has not published the full results nor has it taken action to stop the leaks and protect  people’s health.

In light of the above, I call on you to use your authority to immediately investigate the source of the gas leak and stop it as a matter of urgency. In the meantime, the government should take other measures necessary to secure the safety of the community, in consultation with community representatives, including the provision of safe drinking water, and an assessment of potential health impacts. I further urge you to publish and make accessible the findings of all investigations conducted by government agencies, including the one from December 2025.

Yours sincerely,


Additional information

Many communities in the Niger Delta like those in Bille, have been left living on or in close proximity to contaminated land due to a failure by oil companies to properly clean-up the land from oil pollution. The Government of Nigeria has a duty to protect the residents of Bille from potentially lethal methane leaks, including any which may be caused or contributed to by private actors, such as oil companies. Amnesty International’s 2023 report, Nigeria: Tainted sale? highlighted concerns about the poor state of some oil company infrastructure, and the impact this could have on a range of rights including the right to health and to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment.

Amnesty International has been supporting the residents of Bille and another community, Ogale, for more than ten years after their livelihoods had been destroyed and homes damaged by hundreds of oil spills. The pollution caused widespread devastation to the local environment, killing fish and plant life, and left thousands of people without access to clean drinking water. The communities brought their claims in the UK courts the oil company, Shell Plc. The company denied the claims. A trial in the case is due to be held in 2027.

As a greenhouse gas, methane (fossil gas) contributes to global warming. It accounts for around 25% of current global emissions heating. Hence the Nigerian government should also commit to develop national pathways to transition away from fossil fuel in line with its international obligation (as per the Paris Agreement).









PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English
You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 1 July 2026
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PRONOUN: Bille Community, Nigeria (all)
	
	
	



