
 

 

October 21, 2020 

 
President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi 
Arab Republic of Egypt 
Cairo, Egypt 

 

 

Dear President Abdel Fattah El Sisi:  

 

We write this letter to express our grave concern about the continued detention of prisoners of 

conscience in Egypt. Particularly at a time of aggravated health risks due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, we urge you to prioritize the human rights of detainees and immediately release those 

unjustly detained.  

 

Despite these risks, we note the continued detention of a number of human rights defenders, 

lawyers, political activists, and other prisoners of conscience in Egypt. Among these we note the 

continued pre-trial detention of political activist Ramy Shaath, who has been held for more than 

a year without charge. We note the continued detention of activist Alaa Abdel Fattah, whose 

sister Sanaa Seif was detained while she and her family attempted to make a complaint to the 

Public Prosecution about an assault they suffered in front of Tora prison. We also note the 

continued detention of human rights lawyers Mohamed el Baqer, Zyad el Elaimy, Mahienour 

el Massry, Haitham Mohamedeen and Ibrahim Metwally, researchers Patrick Zaki and 

Ibrahim Ezz el-din, and journalists Esraa Abdelfattah, Solafa Magdy, Hossam al-Sayyad and 

Mahmoud Hussein. We note that these are but a few of the many prisoners of conscience held in 

Egyptian prison at risk to their lives. We recall the preventable deaths this year of musician Shady 

Habash and US citizen Mustafa Kassem, both as a result of medical negligence while in 

detention.  

 

A joint statement issued by the World Health Organization, the UNODC, the OHCHR, and 

UNAIDS issued in May called for releases in order to mitigate overcrowding in prisons, and an 

April OHCHR press briefing reiterated this call to Egypt directly. The statements called for the 

release of any held in pre-trial detention, of which there may be thousands, as well as of any who 

may be released without posing a risk to public safety. The continued spread of the COVID-19 

virus, which risks exacerbation by a failure to adopt these recommendations, poses a serious risk 

to global public health and safety--a grave concern for all of our governments.  

 

Rather than carry out the necessary releases to ensure the safety and respect of rights for prisoners, 

your government has placed additional restrictions on the prison population, limiting access to 

prisoners, restricting critical information from being shared with families, and renewing detention 

periods without proper hearings. The extreme overcrowding and lack of access to health care 

present in the prison system creates a dire situation, and news of COVID-19 cases among prison 

workers has emerged. 

 

Our respective countries have long shared partnership with Egypt based on mutual interests and 

values. Ensuring fundamental rights and freedoms as enshrined in the Egyptian Constitution and 

the international human rights treaties to which we are all signatory is essential to this partnership. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-05-2020-unodc-who-unaids-and-ohchr-joint-statement-on-covid-19-in-prisons-and-other-closed-settings
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25772&LangID=E


 

 

Continuing to hold prisoners of conscience undermines not only our shared interests, but the 

bedrock of our shared relations. As European parliamentarians and representatives deeply invested 

in the relationship between our countries and Egypt, we take this unfortunate occasion to point out 

that violations of human rights are neither necessary nor productive for establishing security and 

stability. Rather, continued violations of human rights, such as those we have outlined in this letter, 

fundamentally undermine healthy state-society relations that form the bedrock of stable 

governance.  

 

With these interests in mind, we ask you to release Ramy Shaath, Alaa Abdel Fattah, Sanaa Seif, 

Mohamed el Baqer, Ziad el Elaimy, Mahienour el Massry, Haitham Mohamedeen, Patrick Zaki, 

Ibrahim Ezz el-din, Ibrahim Metwally, Esraa Abdelfattah, Solafa Magdy, Hossam al Sayyad, and 

all unjustly detained prisoners of conscience. We further ask you to limit the use of pretrial 

detention to a measure of last resort and to cease repeated detention of journalists, political 

activists, and human rights defenders, as per the 24 August joint statement from 12 UN Special 

Procedures to Egypt, and recommendations from the UNODC, WHO, OHCHR, UNAIDS, and 

others regarding best practices for reducing overcrowding in prisons during a pandemic. We also 

urge you to end reprisals against human rights defenders advocating for the release of political 

prisoners. This includes Bahey eldin Hassan, one of Egypt’s most prominent human rights 

defenders, who recently received a 15-year-jail sentence in absentia for his peaceful criticism of 

the Egyptian government. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Abir Al-Sahlani, Renew Europe, European Parliament, Sweden 

Alviina Alametsä, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Finland 

Özlem Alev Demirel, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Germany 

François Alfonsi, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

Olga Alonso Suárez, PSOE, Spain 

Luise Amtsberg, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Marc Angel, S&D, European Parliament, Luxembourg 

Maria Arena, S&D, European Parliament, Belgium 

Margrete Auken, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Denmark 

Petras Austrevicius, Renew Europe, European Parliament, Lithuania 

Clémentine Autain, La France insoumise, France 

Delphine Bagarry, Ecology, Democracy, Solidarity, France 

Erwan Balanant, Democratic Movement, France 

Marie-Noëlle Battistel, Socialists, France 

Margarete Bause, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Tiziana Beghin, Non-attached Member (5 Stars Movement), European Parliament, Italy 

Brando Benifei, S&D, European Parliament, Italy 

Thierry Benoit, Union of Democrats and Independents, France 

Robert Biedroń, S&D, European Parliament, Poland 

Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, Renew Europe, European Parliament, Spain 

Benoît Biteau, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26182&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26182&LangID=E


 

 

Malin Björk, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Sweden 

Manuel Bompard, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, France 

Claire Bouchet, La République en Marche, France 

Franziska Brantner, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Saskia Bricmont, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Belgium 

Agnieszka Brugger, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Sylvie Brunet, Renew Europe, European Parliament, France 

Christine Buchholz, Die Linke, Germany 

Carole Bureau-Bonnard, La République en Marche, France 

Reinhard Bütikofer, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Germany 

Pierre Cabaré, La République en Marche, France 

Damien Carême, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

Philippe Chalumeau, La République en Marche, France 

Julie Chanson, Ecolo, , Belgium 

Annie Chapelier, Ecology, Democracy, Solidarity, France 

Paul Christophe, AGIR ensemble, , France 

Mireille Clapot, La République en Marche, France 

Samuel Cogolati, Ecolo, Belgium 

Jean-Charles Colas-Roy, La République en Marche, France 

Eric Coquerel, La France insoumise, France 

David Corceiro, Democratic Movement, France 

David Cormand, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

Ignazio Corrao, Non-attached Member (5 Stars Movement), European Parliament, Italy 

Rosa D’Amato, Non-attached Member (5 Stars Movement), European Parliament, Italy 

Ronan Dantec, Greens, Senate, France 

Séverine de Laveleye, Ecolo, Belgium 

Petra De Sutter, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Belgium 

Jennifer de Temmerman, Ecology, Democracy, Solidarity, France 

Dr. Diether Dehm, Die Linke, Germany 

Julio del Valle, PSOE, Spain 

Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

Karima Delli, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

Rodrigue Demeuse, Ecolo, Senate, Belgium 

Marguerite Deprez-Audebert, Democratic Movement, France 

Wouter DeVriendt, Groen, Belgium 

Nassimah Dindar, Union of Democrats and Independents, Senate, France 

Coralie Dubost, La République en Marche, France 

Nicole Dubré-Chirat, La République en Marche, France 

Frédérique Dumas, Liberties and Territories, France 

Pascal Durand, Renew Europe, European Parliament, France 

Yana Ehm, 5 Stars Movement, Italy 

Esther Benbassa, Greens, Senate, France 

Elsa Faucillon, Democratic and Republican Left Group, France 

Ana Belén Fernández Casero, PSOE, Spain 

Mario Furore, Non-attached Member (5 Stars Movement), European Parliament, Italy 

Ibán García del Blanco, S&D, European Parliament, Spain 



 

 

Laurence Gayte, La République en Marche, France 

Alexandra Geese, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Germany 

Kai Gehring, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Chiara Maria Gemma, Non-attached Member (5 Stars Movement), European Parliament, Italy 

Raphael Gerard, La République en Marche, France 

Raphaël Glucksmann, S&D, European Parliament, France 

Antón Gómez-Reino Varela, Unidas Podemos, Spain 

Fabien Gouttefarde, La République en Marche, France 

Sandro Gozi, Renew Europe, European Parliament, France 

Christophe Grudler, Renew Europe, European Parliament, France 

Claude Gruffat, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

Elisabetta Gualmini, S&D, European Parliament, Italy 

Bernard Guetta, Renew Europe, European Parliament, France 

José Gusmão, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Portugal 

Anja Hajduk, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Peter Heidt, Free Democratic Party, Germany 

Ryckmans Hélène, Ecolo, Belgium 

Christine Hennion, La République en Marche, France 

Alícia Homs Ginel, S&D, European Parliament, Spain 

Pedro Antonio Honrubia Hurtado, Unidas Podemos, Spain 

Andrej Hunko, Die Linke, Germany 

Pasquier Isabelle, Greens, Switzerland 

MdB Ulla Jelpke, Die Linke, Germany 

Gyde Jensen, Free Democratic Party, Germany 

Rasa Juknevičienė, EPP, European Parliament, Lithuania 

Hubert Julien-Laferriere, Ecology, Democracy, Solidarity, France 

Eva Kaili, S&D, European Parliament, Greece 

Ralf Kapschack, Social Democratic Party, Germany 

Sadet Karabulut, Socialist Party, The Netherlands 

Karin Karlsbro, Renew Europe, European Parliament, Sweden 

Uwe Kekeritz, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Yannick Kerlogot, La République en Marche, France 

Katja Keul, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Zakia Khattabi, Ecolo, Belgium 

Annick Khedher, La République en Marche, France 

Bärbel Kofler, Social Democratic Party, Germany 

Sven Koopmans, VVD (Liberal party), The Netherlands 

Dietmar Köster, S&D, European Parliament, Germany 

Stelios Kouloglou, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Greece 

Sonia Krimi, La République en Marche, France 

Joël Labbé, Greens, Senate, France 

Bastien Lachaud, La France insoumise, France 

Jean-Luc Lagleize, Democratic Movement, France 

Aurore Lalucq, S&D, European Parliament, France 

Philippe Lamberts, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Belgium 

Katrin Langensiepen, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Germany 



 

 

Christophe Lejeune, La République en Marche, France 

Marion Lenne, La République en Marche, France 

Marie-Colline Leroy, Ecolo, Belgium 

Stefan Liebich, Die Linke, Germany 

Tobias Lindner, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Javi López, S&D, European Parliament, Spain 

Leopoldo López Gil, EPP, European Parliament, Spain 

David Lorion, The Republicans, France 

César Luena, S&D, European Parliament, Spain 

Pierfrancesco Majorino, S&D, European Parliament, Italy 

Jacques Marilossian, La République en Marche, France 

Erik Marquardt, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Germany 

María Valentina Martínez Ferro, EPP, Spain 

France Masai, Ecolo, Senate, Belgium 

Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Non-attached Member (5 Stars Movement), European Parliament, 

Italy 

Marisa Matias, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Portugal 

Lisa Mazzone, Greens, Switzerland 

Jean Francois Mbaye, La République en Marche, France 

Jean-Luc Mélenchon, La France insoumise, France 

Paul Molac, Liberties and Territories, France 

Fabian Molina, Socialist Party, Switzerland 

Sandrine Mörch, La République en Marche, France 

Simon Moutquin, Ecolo, Belgium 

Ulrike Mueller, Renew Europe, European Parliament, Germany 

Lucía Muñoz, Unidas Podemos, Spain 

Javier Nart, Renew Europe, European Parliament, Spain 

Hannah Neumann, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Germany 

Omid Nouripour, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Danièle Obono, La France insoumise, France 

Cem Özdemir, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Bertrand Pancher, Liberties and Territories, France 

Mathilde Panot, La France insoumise, France 

Maud Petit, Democratic Movement, France 

Michèle Peyron, La République en Marche, France 

Pina Picierno, S&D, European Parliament, Italy 

Picierno Pina, S&D, European Parliament, Italy 

Manu Pineda, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Spain 

Christine Pires-Beaune, Socialists, France 

Kati Piri, S&D, European Parliament, The Netherlands 

Claire Pitollat, La République en Marche, France 

Lilianne Ploumen, PvdA (Labour Party), The Netherlands 

Sabine Poschmann, Social Democratic Party, Germany 

Stefania Prezioso Batou, Ensemble à Gauche, Switzerland 

Florence Provendier, La République en Marche, France 

Samira Rafaela, Renew Europe, European Parliament, The Netherlands 



 

 

Richard Ramos, Democratic Movement, France 

Pierre-Alain Raphan, La République en Marche, France 

Sira Rego, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Spain 

Hugues Renson, La République en Marche, France 

Diana Riba i Giner, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Spain (Catalonia) 

Cécile Rilhac, La République en Marche, France 

Mireille Robert, La République en Marche, France 

María Eugenia Rodríguez Palop, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Spain 

Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Renew Europe, European Parliament, Spain 

Dorien Rookmaker, Non-attached Member, European Parliament, The Netherlands 

Caroline Roose, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

René Röspel, Social Democratic Party, Germany 

Claudia Roth, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Nacho Sànchez Amor, S&D, European Parliament, Spain 

Isabel Santos, S&D, European Parliament, Portugal 

Nathalie Sarles, La République en Marche, France 

Doriana Sarli, 5 Stars Movement, Italy 

Manuel Sarrazin, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Mounir Satouri, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

Axel Schäfer, Social Democratic Party, Germany  

Sarah Schlitz, Ecolo, Belgium 

Frithjof Schmidt, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Stefan Schmidt, Alliance 90/The Greens, Germany 

Helmut Scholz, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Germany 

Ivan Vilibor Sinčić, Non-attached Member (Živi zid), European Parliament, Croatia 

Sjoerd Sjoerdsma, D66 (Liberal Democrats), The Netherlands 

Massimiliano Smeriglio, S&D, European Parliament, Italy 

Jordi Solé, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Spain (Catalonia) 

Carlos Sommaruga, Socialist Party, Switzerland 

Jessika Soors, Groen, Belgium 

Sophie Taillé-Polian, Greens, Senate, France 

Ivan Stefanec, EPP, European Parliament, Slovakia 

Simona Suriano, 5 Stars Movement, Italy 

Sira Sylla, La République en Marche, France 

Aurélien Taché, Ecology, Democracy, Solidarity, France 

Marc Tarabella, S&D, European Parliament, Belgium 

Cécile Thibaut, Ecolo, , Belgium 

Valérie Thomas, La République en Marche, France 

Elisabeth Toutut-Picard, La République en Marche, France 

Nicole Trisse, La République en Marche, France 

Stéphane Trompille, La République en Marche, France 

Nicolas Turquois, Democratic Movement, France 

Miguel Urbán Crespo, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Spain 

Ernest Urtasun, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Spain 

Dieter van Besien, Groen, Belgium 

Kees van der Staaij, SGP, The Netherlands 



 

 

Stefaan Van Hecke, Groen, Belgium 

Martijn van Helvert, CDA, The Netherlands 

Femke Merel van Kooten, Independent, The Netherlands 

Bram van Ojik, GroenLinks (Green Party), The Netherlands 

Laurence Vanceunebrock-Mialon, La République en Marche, France 

Gilles Vanden Burre, Ecolo, Belgium 

Albert Vicaire, Ecolo, Belgium 

Idoia Villanueva Ruiz, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Spain 

Nikolaj Villumsen, GUE/NGL, European Parliament, Denmark 

Bettina Vollath, S&D, European Parliament, Austria 

Ottmar von Holtz, Alliance 90/The Greens, , Germany 

Joël Voordewind, ChristenUnie, The Netherlands 

Thomas Waitz, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, Austria 

Nicolas Walder, Greens, Switzerland 

Frank Wassenberg, Partij voor de Dieren, The Netherlands 

Evita Willaert, Groen, Belgium 

Salima Yenbou, Greens/EFA, European Parliament, France 

Carlos Zorrinho, S&D, European Parliament, Portugal 


