Oleg Dmitrievich Narkovsky, Prosecutor of the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)

Prosp. Lenina, 48

Yakutsk 677027, RUSSIAN FEDERATION
E-mail: resp_prok@sakha.ru / prok_mto@sakha.ru
Copy to:

Ambassade van de Russische Federatie

H.E. de heer Alexander Vasilievich Shulgin

Andries Bickerweg 2 

2517 JP Den Haag
E-mail: rusembassynl@mid.ru

(Plaats, datum)
Dear Prosecutor,

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the forcible psychiatric hospitalization of Aleksandr Gabyshev. Gabyshev is a Siberian shaman who started a walking journey in 2019 from Yakutsk to Moscow where he promised to “purge” President Vladimir Putin from the Kremlin. His journey was unlawfully halted by police in September 2019 and he was forced to return to Yakutsk. On 12 May 2020, he was taken to the Yakut Republican Psychoneurological Dispensary purportedly because he refused to be tested for COVID-19. After he tested negative on 29 May, he requested to be released. Instead, a medical commission concluded that he posed a “danger to himself and to others” despite there being no genuine evidence. On 2 June 2020, the court approved the forcible hospitalization of Gabyshev and he may now be confided in the psychiatric hospital indefinitely.

Aleksandr Gabyshev’s forcible hospitalization at a psychiatric hospital is a case of punitive psychiatry and is an egregious violation of his rights to liberty and to freedom of expression. I therefore urge you to take all necessary steps to immediately end Aleksandr Gabyshev’s forcible hospitalization, and the ongoing persecution for his political beliefs. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am looking forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely,
(Naam, adres)
