Minister of Justice, Religious Affairs & Penitentiary Institutions

Mr Salvador Ondo Ncumu 

Malabo II, Frente al ministerio de comercio

Equatorial Guinea

Copy to:

Ambassade van de Republiek Equatoriaal-Guinee (Brussel)

Z.E. de heer Carmelo Nvono Ncá
Place Guy d'Arezzo 6 

1180 BRUSSEL, BELGIË
Fax: +32 2 346 33 09

E-mail: guineaecuatorial.brux@skynet.be

(Plaats, datum)
Dear Minister,

I wish to draw your attention to the case of human rights defender Joaquín Elo Ayeto, a member of the Somos+ Platform and the political opposition party Convergence for Social Democracy. He was arrested on 25 February 2019 and accused of having information on a plot to kill the president. According to reliable sources, he was subjected to torture at least twice at the Central Police station in Malabo which resulted in physical injuries. He was also threatened with death by police at the station. He was brought to court on 1 March. The judge refused to look into the alleged torture and instead told him that he would receive treatment in prison. Joaquín Elo Ayeto is in pre-trial detention at the Black Beach Prison and has not been allowed access to his lawyer and family since 2 March. 

I urge you to ensure the immediate and unconditional release of Joaquín Elo Ayeto. He has been arbitrarily arrested with no charges against him. Pending release, please ensure that he has access to medical treatment and that he is not subjected to torture and other ill-treatment. I also urge you to immediately order an investigation into the allegations of torture while in police custody and to bring those found responsible to justice.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am kindly awaiting your reply.

Yours sincerely,
(Naam, adres)
