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Dear Chief Minister,

I write to express my concern about two adivasi activists Judhishtira Jena and Babula Samal, indigenous residents of Dhinkia village in Odisha state. They were arrested on 18 and 19 December 2017 respectively, in relation to a criminal case registered against them in 2010 for their peaceful activism. They have been active in resisting the efforts of the government to forcibly acquire land in Jagatsinghpur district for a steel plant. They are currently being held in the Kujang sub-jail in Jagatsinghpur.

I urge you to release Judhishtira Jena and Babula Samal immediately, and to drop all politically motivated charges against them.

Furthermore, I call on you to drop all politically motivated criminal cases against other activists, to end the repression of communities in the project area, and to process individual and community forest rights claims before putting the acquired land to any other use. 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. I am kindly awaiting your reply.

Yours sincerely,

(Naam, adres)
