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Dear Minister,
Jakarta Governor Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, “Ahok”, was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment on 9 May 2017 for blasphemy under Articles 156 and 156(a) of Indonesia’s Criminal Code. As he peacefully exercised his right to freedom of expression, I urge you to release him immediately and unconditionally and all other individuals who have been convicted of blasphemy.
I also call on you to repeal or amend all blasphemy provisions set out in laws and regulations which violate the rights to freedom of expression and thought, conscience and religion.
And, I ask you to take steps to ensure that judges and prosecutors are informed of Indonesia’s human rights obligations and the need for the interpretation and application of national law to be consistent with them.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. I am kindly awaiting your reply.

Yours sincerely,

(Naam, adres)
