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Dear Chairman of the Investigation Committee,

I wish to express my concern about prominent journalist Grigory Shvedov who was threatened by Magomed Daudov, the speaker of the Chechen parliament, on 6 January using social media. Shvedov is the editor-in-chief of media outlet ‘Caucasian Knot’. Journalists and human rights defenders who report on human rights violations in the North Caucasus, including Chechnya, regularly face threats and physical violence which are rarely if ever effectively investigated, and some have lost their lives. 
I therefore urge you to conduct a prompt, effective and impartial investigation into the threats made to Grigory Shvedov, which is a crime under Article 144 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.
I further urge you to condemn the threats posted by Magomed Daudov in the strongest manner and ensure that Grigory Shvedov is protected from any possible physical attacks. 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. I am kindly awaiting your reply.

Yours sincerely,

(Naam, adres)
